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REMARKS 

Claims 1-38 were previously cancelled. Claims 39-43 and 46-74 remain in this 
application. Claims 44 and 45 have been cancelled while claims 39, 46 and 69 have been 
amended. New independent claims 75 and 76 have been added. No new subject matter is 
believed to have been added by this Amendment. 

In Section 6 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicates that claims 44-46 are 
objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Independent claim 39 has been amended to include the limitation of claim 45 absent the 
limitation of claim 44. None of the prior art of record either teaches or suggests a garment having 
a pad comprised of conformal media surrounded by an encasement wherein the media is a 
polymer composition and wherein the encasement is welded directly to the clothing as found in 
amended claim 39. For that reason, the Applicants believe that claim 39, as amended, is 
patentably distinct over the prior art of record. 

Claim 46 has been amended to be directly dependent upon independent claim 39. 
By way of its dependence upon what is believed to be to be patentably distinct independent claim 
39, dependent claim 46 is itself believed to be patentably distinct. However, fiirthermore, none of 
the prior art of record either teaches or suggests the use of a garment having a pad comprised of 
polyborosiloxane surrounded by an encasement, and wherein the encasement is welded directly 
to the clothing. 

Furthermore, by way of their dependence upon what is believed to be patentably 
distinct independent claim 39 , dependent claims 40-43 and 47-61 are themselves believed to be 
patentably distinct over the prior art of record. 

In Section 7 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicates that clEiims 62-68 are 

allowable. 

Claim 69 has been amended to further include the step of confining energy 
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dissipating media within an encasement to define a pad, wherein the pad is comprised of a 
polymer composition. Method claim 69 also includes the step of welding the pad directly to the 
garment and, as previously discussed, this combination is neither taught nor suggested by the 
prior art of record. For that reason, claim 69 is believed to be patentably distinct over the prior 
art of record and by their dependence upon what is believed to be patentably distinct independent 
claim 69, dependent claims 70-74 are themselves believed to be patentably distinct over the prior 
art of record. 

New independent claim 75 has been introduced combining the limitation of 
independent claim 39 with the limitation of dependent claim 44. The Examiner in Section 6 of 
the Office Action indicated that this combination would be allowable. 



pad which comprises a step of confining energy dissipating media within an encasement to define 
a pad, wherein the media is a fluid in the absence of a sudden impact and a solid when the pad is 
subjected to a sudden impact, and wherein the pad is welded directly to the garment. These 
method steps have similarities to the elements in the apparatus defined in originally filed claim 
44, which was indicated as allowable by the Examiner. For that reason, the Applicants believe 
that method claim 76 is patentably distinct over the prior art of record. 



New claim 76 has been introduced and is directed to is a method for securing a 



Reconsideration of claims 39-43 and 46-74 and allowance of claims 39-43 and 



47-76 are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 



THE WEBB LAW FIRM, P.C. 
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Jaiyfes (6. Porcelli 
Registration No. 33,757 
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Telephone: 412-471-8815 
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